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Western soienes traces its origins to Greece, not to the anclent civilizalion
of Mesopotamia and Bgvpt, for it was the Greeks who provided (al a new way
of laoking at nature, One of the most astonishing events in intellectual
history is the sudden appearance, seemingly de nove, of naturalistic thought
—uo dominant in the zcience of Aristotle and the seience of today. This is the

procedure of basing explanations of natural phenomena on the things and
processes of nature. For example, when ascertainable and specific
meteorological conditions prevail, liguid water is precipitated from clouds as
rain. This is in marked contrast to a supernatural or mythical explanation

which assumes that rain is the tears of weeping gods.

(H#: John A, Maore: Science as a Way of Knowing)
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