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The redizcovery of Mendel's laws of heredity in the opening weeks of the
20th century sparked a scientific quest to understand (& the nature and

content of genetic information that has propelled biology © A ) the last
hundred years. The scientific progress made falls naturally ( B ) four
main phases, corresponding roughly { © ) the four quarters of the
century. The first established the cellular basis of heredity: the
chromozomes, The second defined the molecular basis of heredity: the DINA
double helix, @ The third unlocked the informational basis of heredity,
with the discoverv of the binlogical mechanism by which cells read the
information contained in genes and with the invention of the recombinant

DNA technologies of cloning and sequencing by which scientists can do the
same, The last quarter of a century has been marked by a relentless drive
to decipher first genes and then entire genomes, spawning the field of

SENLmics,

(HEL: the human genome FrE S, Mafure, 2001.)
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