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Climate change 1= not a new phenomenon.  Change has been a consistent
feature of global climate.  For the past 10,000 years, however, the earth has
experienced the longest period of consistently warm temperatures since the
beginning of life. This warm period almost exactly matches the period over
which modern agriculture has evolved,  The reazon that eurrent predictions
of elimate change are compalling iz that, for the first time, climate may be
changing as a divect result of (A ) activity.  {aiPeople have released
chloroflugrocarbons into the atmosphers — leading to the degradation of
stratospheric ozone and  increasing  biologeally  harmful  uliraviolet-B
radiation.  Through mining and combustion of (bYossil fuels, deforestation,

maintenance of livestock herds, and even through rice cultivation, enormous

quantities of (doreenhouss pases have been released to the atmosphere.
Global eirculation models predict that these greenhouse gases will increase
glabal average temperatures by 1—80C over the next century.

(88 Peng, S. et al., ed.! Climate Change and Kice, Springer, 1995.)
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