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Many molecules appear in two forms that mirror each other — just as
our hands mirror each other. Such molecules are called chiral. In
nature one of these forms i1s often  dominant, so in our cells one of these
mirror images of a molecule fits "like a glove", { A ) contrast to the other
one which may even be harmful.  ,Pharmaceutical products often
consist of chiral molecules, and the difference between the two forms can
be a matter of life and death — as was the case, for example, in the
thalidomide disaster in the 1960s.  That is why it is vital { B ) be ahle to
produce the two chiral forms separately,

T he Laureates have opened up a completely new field of research in
which it _is possible to synthesize molecules and material with new
properties. Today the results of their basic research are being used in a
number ( C ) industrial syntheses of pharmaceutical products such ( D )
antibiotics, anti-inflammatory drugs and heart medicines.
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