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Global trade has been responsible for much of the spread of { A )
species around the world.  Species that are introduced to an ecosystem can
become a problem if their new environment lacks a suitable predator for
them or otherwise creates favorable conditions for their survival. These
(A ) species threaten biological diversity because they can compete
native species for food or other resources. In faet, (ajthey are considered

the second greatest threat to biological diversity world-wide. after hahitat

loss. One of the most common methods of transportation for forei en
species today Is in cargo ships, particularly in (biballast water. Ships pick
up ballast water at their points of origin to help stabilize the huge vessels
on their long journeys overseas. But once the ships reach their destination,
they often dump this water into the local harbor.  The problem is that
ballast water is a literal aquarium of sea life from the ship's starting point,
containing fish, planktons, and even pathogenic microorganisms. Faced
with ever-increasing world trade and changing climactic conditions that
could prove favorable to some pathogens, we need to know how hest to
deal with (c)the problem.
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